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The book "Theories of International Politics and Zombies" by Daniel W. Drezner is a remarkably original 

and nontraditional examination of theories related to international relations. Published in 2011, this book 

examines old and modern ideas of international relations against the metaphorical backdrop of a zombie 

apocalypse, taking an inventive diversion into the world of popular culture. Not only is Drezner's method 

academically sound, but it is also incredibly fascinating, turning what could have been a boring 

theoretical discussion into an engrossing and unforgettable trip through the world of international politics. 

          The story, which explores how key theories of international relations may handle a zombie revolt, 

is organised around the fictitious scenario of a zombie insurrection. Drezner crafts a story that is both 

entertaining and intellectually challenging, deftly integrating the undead into the fabric of political 

philosophy. By doing this, he is able to communicate difficult theoretical ideas in a way that is 

understandable to a wide range of people, from experts and students to fans of popular culture and 

international politics. 

Key Themes: 

Theories of International Relations:  

Drezner gives readers a thorough overview of the main theories of international relations, such as 

constructivism, liberalism, and realism. A zombie apocalyptic setting is used to examine and evaluate 

each theory, offering a novel and dramatic viewpoint on its advantages and disadvantages. 

Security and Survival:  

Throughout the novel, there are several references to the idea of security and survival. Drezner 

investigates how nations can reevaluate their security plans and national objectives in the event of an 

unusual and existential danger such as the apocalyptic zombie outbreak. This theme invites conversation 

about resource allocation, military readiness, and the revision of international power systems. 

State Action and Collaboration: 

The book explores how states might collaborate or compete in the face of a common thread through the 

prism of zombie epidemics. In his provocative inquiries into the nature of global collaboration during 

crises, Drezner looks at whether established coalitions would endure or if new ones would form. 

Views of the Public and Soft Power: 

Incorporating the concept of soft power into the story, Drezner examines how leaders could utilise 

persuasion and communication to control public opinion in the event of a zombie epidemic. This theme 

poses thought-provoking queries regarding how propaganda, the media, and diplomacy shape public 

opinion around the world in times of crisis. 

International law and ethics: 

The book explores international law and ethical issues while analyzing potential responses from the 

international community to the particular problems presented by a worldwide zombie outbreak. The 

examination of ethical aspects in international relations is deepened by conversations on humanitarian 

interventions, refugee crises, and the function of international organizations. 

The Function of Non-State Entities: 

Drezner presents the role of non-state players in the zombie-infested world, moving beyond the 

conventional focus on states. The book examines how various institutions, such as non-governmental 

organizations and multinational companies, could maneuver and impact world politics during a global 

emergency. 

Evaluation: 
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Not only is the title "Theories of International Politics and Zombies" amusing, but it also demonstrates 

Drezner's skill at making the complicated field of international relations ideas approachable and 

entertaining. For people who might normally avoid reading thick academic works, the introduction of a 

zombie apocalypse as a hypothetical scenario adds a dimension of humor and creativity to the 

examination of political thinking. 

The book's capacity to provoke readers' critical thought regarding standard theories and how they could 

apply—or not apply—in unusual and severe circumstances is one of its strong points. By examining the 

limitations and flexibility of current frameworks for international relations via the lens of the zombie 

apocalypse, Drezner encourages readers to gain a deeper grasp of the complexity inherent in world 

politics. 

The book's critics are worried that the zombie theme would come across as unduly gimmicky. But 

Drezner's method goes beyond simple amusement; it's an innovative teaching tool that piques students' 

curiosity and encourages a deeper interaction with the material. The author is successful in making 

political philosophy approachable and memorable by equating abstract notions with a vivid and 

unforgettable event. 

There are several allusions to popular culture throughout the story, ranging from modern television shows 

to vintage zombie films. This raises the book's entertainment value and serves as an example of how 

popular media portrayals of global disasters can affect political discourse and public opinion. In order to 

show how important international relations is to our daily lives, Drezner deftly ties academic theory to 

practical applications. 

The book's examination of survival and security is especially enlightening. Drezner urges readers to 

examine the wider ramifications of a global crisis and pushes them to go beyond conventional ideas of 

state security. Conversations about the depletion of natural resources, the dissolution of established 

hierarchies, and the effects on international trade offer a sophisticated perspective on the many problems 

that governments would encounter in such a situation. 

Another emphasis is the analysis of state collaboration and behavior. Drezner asks readers to consider the 

emergence of new geopolitical forces and the stability of current alliances by using the zombie 

apocalypse as a backdrop. Beyond the immediate setting of the zombies, this issue invites readers to 

reflect on how international relations can be flexible in the face of extraordinary difficulties. 

The story becomes more complex when soft power and public opinion are incorporated. Drezner 

investigates the use of persuasion and communication by leaders to control public opinion in times of 

crisis. This theme emphasizes the connection between domestic and international politics in addition to 

the significance of narrative construction in international relations. 

There is careful consideration and in-depth discussion of ethics and international law. The book examines 

the ethical implications of state acts and the possible deterioration of international legal norms as it works 

through the difficulties of moral decision-making during times of crisis. Drezner invites readers to 

consider the difficulties of defending human rights and justice in the face of anarchy. 

Drezner expands the perspective beyond state-centric viewpoints by taking non-state actors' roles into 

account. This shift in emphasis recognises the wide range of players that affect world affairs and gives the 

story more reality. Incorporating non-governmental organisations, international companies, and other 

entities, the book presents a more comprehensive depiction of the intricate network of players that would 

influence the global landscape following a zombie apocalypse. 

It's true that "Theories of International Politics and Zombies" is imaginative and fun, but it also upholds 

academic integrity. The book is thoroughly researched, and Drezner exhibits a mastery of theories related 

to international politics. Every chapter is painstakingly written, offering a comprehensive examination of 

the selected theories and issues. 

Drezner writes in a style that combines academic discourse with reader accessibility. The work is 

appropriate for a broad readership due to its captivating and lucid style. For individuals who would like to 

learn more about the scholarly details of the theories covered, footnotes and references are supplied. 

          To sum up, "Theories of International Politics and Zombies" by Daniel W. Drezner is an insightful 
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and enjoyable examination of political philosophy that cuts beyond conventional lines. It pushes readers 

to reconsider accepted ideas and their real-world implementations in addition to challenging them to 

envisage new global possibilities. Drezner has created a work that is a lighthouse for people looking for a 

novel and captivating approach to the complexity of international affairs by fusing academic rigour with 

imaginative storytelling. This book serves as a reminder that, occasionally, the most profound discoveries 

come from the most unexpected places in the constantly changing world of international politics. 


